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Neptune

*is very fertile, and abounds in wild animals.
The Tarai District includes Mounts Everest
and Dhaulagiri. Copper, iron, sulphur, and
rock crystal are found. Chief exports: silk,
cotton, and woolen goods, tobacco, salt, su-
gar, and indigo. The people, called Ghurkas,
are supposed to have originally come from
Rajputana, and are of Mongoloid type. Hin-
duism is their religion; Buddhism that of
the aborigines. The climate is arctic, tem-
perate, or tropical according to the altitude.
There is a sovereign, but the real power rests
with the prime minister. Internal disorder
brought Nepal into conflict with the Gov-
ernment of India, and under a treaty, con-
cluded at Segauli (Segowli) in 1815, a Brit-
ish resident resides at the capital, Katmandu;
p, 5,600,000.

Nepenthes, a genus of shrubby plants
from the tropics, whose chief interest lies in
the unusual development of its foliage. The
leaves are curved or spirally twisted, term-
inating in a second expansion, like a hollow-
flask, surmounted by a lid over the open-
ing, which is really the blade of the leaf.

Nepenthes, or Pitcher Plant.

Nepeta, a genus of hardy herbaceous plants
belonging to the order Labiatae. N. cataria is
the catmint, or catnip. Cats are fond of
playing with this plant, evidently enjoying its
odor.

Nepheline, a silicate of aluminium and so-
dium, which crystallizes in small white hexa-
gonal prisms (sp. gr. 2.6; h.=6). It is com-
mon in lavas, being an essential constituent
of phonolite. In plutonic masses with granitic
texture, nephelin usually takes the form of
elaeolite, which has a dull, greasy luster.
Nepheline weathers readily, passing into na-
trolite, analcite, and other zeolites.

Nepheliurn, a genus of tropical evergreen
trees belonging to the order Sapindaceae.
They bear pinnate leaves and many flowered
panicles of small flowers, followed by globose
fruits.

Nephoscope, an instrument used in ob-
serving the motion of clouds. It is made in
various forms, the usual one consisting of a
mirror, with scales, sighting-rods, etc.

Nephoscope:   Plan  and Eleva-
tion.
A, Mirror; c, eye-piece.

Nephrite, or Jade, is a calcium, magne-
sium, ferrous silicate. It is very hard (h.=
6.5) and tough, and is usually dark green or
pale green in color. Nephrite is found in
Turkestan, Siberia, and New Zealand.

Nephritis, in medicine, the general term
for various forms of inflammatory disease of
the kidney. The term 'Bright's disease* in-
cludes several forms.

Nephrolepis, a genus of tropical ferns with
simply pinnate fronds, the pinnae being articu-
lated at the base. The common house plant,
the 'Boston fern,' is a variety of N. exaltata,
and has many long fronds.

Nepos, Cornelius, a Roman historian,
probably a native of Verona, was a friend
and contemporary of Cicero, Atticus, and
Catullus, He wrote a collection of lives of
famous persons, chiefly Greeks, of no great
importance as a historical authority, but the
excellent Latin and simplicity of style have
made it a favorite school-book.

Neptune, the 8th and, until the discovery

of Pluto in 1930, the farthest known planet.

I It was foreshadowed by John Couch Adams